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The Rottweiler is considered to be one of the oldest dog breeds. Its origin goes back 
to Roman times. These dogs were kept as herder or driving dogs. They marched 
over the Alps with the Roman legions, protecting the humans and driving their cattle. 
In the region of Rottweil, these dogs met and mixed with the native dogs in a natural 
crossing. The main task of the Rottweiler now became the driving and guarding of 
the herds of cattle and the defence of their masters and their property. This breed 
aquired its name from the old free city of Rottweil and was known as the “Rottweil 
Butcher’s Dog”. 
 
The butchers bred this type of dog purely for performance and usefulness. In due 
course, a first rate watch and driving dog evolved which could also be used as a 
draught dog. 
 
When, at the beginning of the twentieth century, various breeds were needed for 
police service, the Rottweiler was amongst those tested. 
 
It soon became evident that the breed was highly suitable for the tasks set by police 
and therefore they were officially recognised as police dogs in 1910. 
 
Rottweiler breeders aim at a dog of abundant strength, black coated with clearly 
defined rich tan markings, whose powerful appearance does not lack nobility and 
which is exceptionally well suited to being a companion, service, rescue and working 
dog. 
 
General Appearance 
The Rottweiler is a medium to large size, stalwart dog, neither heavy nor light and 
neither leggy nor weedy. His correctly proportioned, compact and powerful build 
leads to the conclusion of great strength, agility and endurance. 
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Behaviour / Temperament 
Good natured, placid in basic disposition and fond of children, very devoted, 
obedient, biddable and eager to work. His appearance is natural and rustic, his 
behaviour self assured, steady and fearless. He reacts to his surroundings with great 
alertness and at the same time even-tempered. 
 
Size 
Male size is between 61 – 68 cm 
Female size is between 56 – 63 cm 
 
Training 
The rottweiler will grow into a large and powerful dog therefore socialisation and 
training is essential when they are puppies. Socialising your puppy in safe 
surroundings away from your home will familiarise them with other sounds and 
noises, interaction with people and other animals enables a good start to their 
training. Good starting points are Puppy Classes at local Veterinary Clinics or Pet 
Speciality Stores. Training should be continued at dog obedience classes and 
enables the owner to learn at the same time.  
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Before you go any further, ask yourself the following questions: 
 
- How well do I understand Rottweilers 
- Have I researched the history of the breed & studied the current FCI Breed 

Standard 
- How well do I understand Rottweiler temperament 
- Have I researched the inherited diseases most likely to occur in Rottweilers 
- Do I understand the responsibility of owning a Rottweiler, in particular the more 

dominant types 
- Am I committed to a lifetime of training and working with a large breed 
- Am I dedicated enough to devote my time to training the dog to its full potential 

 
The Rottweiler is a large powerful and sometimes strong minded dog that is not for 
everyone, he is best suited to an owner that is willing to work with him; he is not 
suited to being shut in a yard with no stimulation. 
 
You’ve studied the Breed Standard and have an understanding of what the Breed 
should look and act like and understand some of the genetic issues that may occur 
and you have decided you are dedicated enough to deal with a Rottweiler coming 
into your life. 
 
SO, NOW TO FIND A RESPONSIBLE BREEDER!! ENSURE YOU ARE AN 
EDUCATED BUYER!!! 
 
Sadly, Breeder doesn’t always mean RESPOSIBLE / KNOWLEDGEABLE Breeder. 
 
You have probably been checking the Internet and studying Advertisements with 
flashy photos and claims of worldly success in shows and working trials by Breeders 
attempting to lure you to their Kennel, but upon further investigation you will more 
than likely find no such Titles exist, it’s all clever advertising on the part of the 
breeder/seller. Some will tell you they are extremely knowledgeable with working 
dog training experience, but have nothing to back up these claims. Again ask for 
proof of qualifications, don’t be fobbed off with “I’ll send them to you at a later date, 
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or I’ve been in the breed x number of years, I know a good Rottweiler when I see 
one.” Research – Research and Research again. 
 
Please ask the Breeders to furnish as a minimum, certified proof of clearances for 
both  
parents in: 

- Hip Dysplasia 
- Elbow Dysplasia 
- JLPP 
- Eye & Mouth 

 
The National Rottweiler Council (Australia) has a database with the results of 
Members Breeding Stock, a simple check can verify the results of the parents of 
pups you may be interested in. You can also research the Pedigree of the parents. 
 
Ask the Breeder: 

- Can I see the Contract 
- Will I be supplied with Registration Papers when collecting my pup 
- What register will my pup be on (Mains, Limit) 
- Are you a Member of a Breed Club 
- Can I come visit the parents & pups 
- Will I receive a vaccination certificate when collecting my pup 
- Will I receive a microchip certificate when collecting my pup 
- Can you recommend a training club I can attend with my pup 

 
THINK TWICE: 
 
- If you can’t meet the mother and pups prior to purchase 
- If you aren’t allowed at the Breeders Premises 
- If the Breeder suggest you meet somewhere else for pickup of your pup 
- If the mother and pups are timid and fearful towards you 
- If the Breeder hasn’t given you details of the parents to research 
- If the Breeder demands you pay in full prior to meeting the pups 
- If there are no guarantees of a refund if you change your mind 
- If the price of the pup keeps changing 
- If there is no paperwork available from the Breeder, (Pedigree, Contract, 

Vaccination Certificates, Parents Health Certificates, Microchip Certificates) 
- If you don’t believe the dogs on the premises are in good health 
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WHEN YOUR GUT SAYS NO!!!!! 
 
Use your State’s Rottweiler Breed Club as a resource - And expect to be given the 
third degree by responsible Breeders. 
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COMMON HEALTH PROBLEMS 
 
HOT SPOTS 
Hot spots, also known as acute moist dermatitis or pyotraumatic dermatitis, are a 
common and painful skin condition in Rottweilers. These lesions can appear 
suddenly and worsen rapidly if not treated. 
 
What Are Hot Spots? 
Hot spots are red, inflamed, moist, and often oozing skin lesions. They are 
typically: 

- Painful and itchy 

- Warm to the touch 

- Foul-smelling 

- Rapidly expanding—they can grow significantly in just a few hours  

 
 
Common Causes in Rottweilers 
Hot spots are usually caused by self-trauma—when a dog scratches, licks, or 
bites an area excessively. Triggers include: 

- Allergies (food, fleas, environmental) 

- Insect bites 

- Poor grooming or matted fur 

- Moisture trapped under the coat (after swimming or bathing) 

- Stress or boredom 

- Underlying skin infections or irritations  

 
Where They Appear 
Hot spots can occur anywhere but are most commonly found on: 

- Neck 

- Hips 

- Head 

- Legs 

- Under collars or behind ears 
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Treatment 
If caught early, hot spots can often be treated at home: 

- Trim the fur around the area to expose the lesion. 

- Clean the wound with a mild antiseptic (like chlorhexidine). 

- Apply a vet-approved topical treatment (avoid human creams). 

- Prevent further licking or scratching—use an e-collar if needed. 

However, veterinary care is essential if: 

- The hot spot is large or spreading 

- Your dog is in significant discomfort 

- There are signs of infection (pus, fever, lethargy) 

 
Prevention Tips 

- Keep your Rottweiler well-groomed and dry 

- Address allergies and flea control 

- Provide mental stimulation to reduce stress-related licking 

- Dry thoroughly after baths or swimming 

- Regularly check under collars and behind ears 

 
 
BLOAT  
Bloat in Rottweilers, is a life-threatening emergency that requires immediate 
veterinary attention. It’s especially common in large, deep-chested breeds like 
Rottweilers. 

 
Causes of Bloat in Rottweilers 
While the exact cause isn't fully understood, several risk factors have been 
identified: 

- Eating too quickly 

- Consuming large meals (especially one large meal per day) 

- Exercising immediately before or after eating 

- Stress or anxiety 

- Genetic predisposition (family history of bloat) 

- Elevated food bowls (controversial, but some studies suggest a link) 

- Age (more common in middle-aged to older dogs) 
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Symptoms of Bloat 
Bloat can develop suddenly and progress rapidly, often within hours. 
Key symptoms include: 

- Swollen or distended abdomen 

- Restlessness or pacing 

- Unsuccessful attempts to vomit (retching without bringing anything up) 

- Excessive drooling 

- Rapid or shallow breathing 

- Whining or signs of abdominal pain 

- Pale gums 

- Collapse or weakness 

 
If the stomach twists, it cuts off blood supply, leading to shock and potentially 
death if not treated immediately. 
. 
What to Do 
If you suspect your Rottweiler has bloat: 
- Do not wait—take them to an emergency vet immediately. 
- Time is critical—survival rates drop significantly the longer treatment is 

delayed 
Preventing bloat in Rottweilers involves a combination of dietary management, 
lifestyle adjustments, and sometimes surgical intervention.  
 
Feeding Practices 

- Feed smaller, more frequent meals: Instead of one large meal per day, divide 
food into 2–3 smaller meals 

- Avoid raised food bowls: Contrary to older advice, elevated bowls may increase 
the risk of bloat in some dogs 

- Discourage rapid eating: Use slow-feeder bowls or puzzle feeders to prevent 
gulping 

- Avoid vigorous activity around mealtime: No exercise at least 1 hour before and 
after eating 
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Water Intake 
- Allow access to water, but limit excessive drinking immediately before or after 

meals 
 
Stress Reduction 

- Minimize stress, especially around feeding times. Stress is a known risk factor 
for bloat 

- Keep a consistent routine and avoid sudden changes in environment or 
schedule 
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*Online Membership Form can be completed at our Website – Membership tab* 
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òNo matter how little money and how few 
possessions you own, 

having a dog makes you rich.ó 
 

Louis Sabin  
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Website: www.rottweilerclubsa.com.au 
 

Email: secretary@rottweilerclubsa.com.au 
 

    The Rottweiler Club of SA Inc 
 
 
 
 
 

RCSA Contact: Josie Eiffe 0409 093 309 


